Ezra-Esther supplemental

The prophets spoke of a glorious return from exile

Isaiah 49:8-13

8 This is what the LORD says: “In the time of my favor | will answer you,
and in the day of salvation | will help you; I will keep you and will make
you to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land and to reassign its
desolate inheritances, °to say to the captives, ‘Come out,” and to those in
darkness, ‘Be free!l” “They will feed beside the roads and find pasture on
every barren hill. 1° They will neither hunger nor thirst, nor will the desert
heat or the sun beat upon them. He who has compassion on them will
guide them and lead them beside springs of water. I will turn all my
mountains into roads, and my highways will be raised up. *?See, they will
come from afar--some from the north, some from the west, some from the
region of Aswan.” 13 Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O earth; burst into
song, O mountains! For the LORD comforts his people and will have
compassion on his afflicted ones.

The New Temple in Ezekiel

Ezekiel 43:2, 4-5

2 And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east.
And the sound of his coming was like the sound of many waters, and the
earth shone with his glory. 4 As the glory of the LORD entered the temple
by the gate facing east, °the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the
inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the temple.

1 Kings 8:10-11

10 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the
house of the LORD, **so that the priests could not stand to minister
because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the
LORD.

Jesus is the true Temple

John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 2:19
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise
itup.”

The church is the body of Christ | The Temple goes out to world

1 Corinthians 3:16
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells
in you?

1 Peter 2:4-5

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of
God chosen and precious, °you yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Returned exiles are no different than Israel of old

Ezra9:1-4

L After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said,
“The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated
themselves from the peoples of the lands with their abominations, from the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the
Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken some of
their daughters to be wives for themselves and for their sons, so that the
holy race has mixed itself with the peoples of the lands. And in this
faithlessness the hand of the officials and chief men has been foremost.”

3 As soon as | heard this, | tore my garment and my cloak and pulled hair
from my head and beard and sat appalled. *Then all who trembled at the
words of the God of Israel, because of the faithlessness of the returned
exiles, gathered around me while | sat appalled until the evening sacrifice.

The purpose of the Law

Galatians 3:21-26

211s the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a
law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed
be by the law.

22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise
by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 2 Now
before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until
the coming faith would be revealed.

2430 then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we
might be justified by faith. 2> But now that faith has come, we are no
longer under a guardian, 28 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God,
through faith.



