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The	Omniscience	of	God 	

	

Defined	
	

Omni:	All				Scienta:	knowledge	

God	knows	all	things.		His	knowledge	is	perfect,	complete	and	comprehensive.			

“God	knows	everything”	(1	John	3:20)	

Great	is	our	Lord,	and	abundant	in	power;	his	understanding	is	beyond	
measure.	(Psalm	147:5)	

“…him	who	is	perfect	in	knowledge…”	(Job	37:16)	

God’s	knowledge	is	comprehensive	
Who	has	measured	the	Spirit	of	the	LORD,	or	what	man	shows	him	his	
counsel?	Whom	did	he	consult,	and	who	made	him	understand?	Who	

taught	him	the	path	of	justice,	and	taught	him	knowledge,	and	showed	
him	the	way	of	understanding?	(Isaiah	40:13-14)	

Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	and	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God!	How	
unsearchable	are	his	judgments	and	how	inscrutable	his	ways!	“For	who	

has	known	the	mind	of	the	Lord,	or	who	has	been	his	counselor?”	“Or	
who	has	given	a	gift	to	him	that	he	might	be	repaid?”	For	from	him	and	
through	him	and	to	him	are	all	things.	To	him	be	glory	forever.	Amen.	

(Romans	11:33-36)	

…serve	him	with	a	whole	heart	and	with	a	willing	mind,	for	
the	Lord	searches	all	hearts	and	understands	every	plan	and	thought.	(1	
Chronicles	28:9)	

	
	
	

	

God	knows	the	past/present/future	
	

…the	Lord,	who	makes	these	things	known	from	of	old.	(Acts	15:18)	

Before	I	formed	you	in	the	womb	I	knew	you,	and	before	you	were	born	I	
consecrated	you;	I	appointed	you	a	prophet	to	the	nations.	(Jeremiah	1:5)	

“Who	is	like	me?	Let	him	proclaim	it.	Let	him	declare	and	set	it	before	me,	

since	I	appointed	an	ancient	people.	Let	them	declare	what	is	to	come,	
and	what	will	happen.	Fear	not,	nor	be	afraid;	have	I	not	told	you	from	of	
old	and	declared	it?	Is	there	a	God	besides	me?	There	is	no	Rock;	I	know	

not	any”	(Isaiah	44:7-8)	

Are	not	two	sparrows	sold	for	a	penny?	And	not	one	of	them	will	fall	to	
the	ground	apart	from	your	Father.	But	even	the	hairs	of	your	head	are	all	
numbered.	(Matthew	10:29-30)	

In	him	we	have	obtained	an	inheritance,	having	been	predestined	

according	to	the	purpose	of	him	who	works	all	things	according	to	the	
counsel	of	his	will…	(Ephesians	1:11)	

Was	Jesus	Omniscient?	

But	concerning	that	day	and	hour	no	one	knows,	not	even	the	angels	of	
heaven,	nor	the	Son,	but	the	Father	only.	(Matthew	24:36)	

He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	men,	a	man	of	sorrows	and	acquainted	
with	grief…	(Isaiah	53:3)	

He	who	did	not	spare	his	own	Son	but	gave	him	up	for	us	all…	(Romans	

8:32)	
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God	knows	himself	
	All	things	have	been	handed	over	to	me	by	my	Father,	and	no	one	knows	

the	Son	except	the	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	Father	except	the	Son	
and	anyone	to	whom	the	Son	chooses	to	reveal	him.	(Matthew	11:27)	

For	the	Spirit	searches	everything,	even	the	depths	of	God.	For	who	
knows	a	person's	thoughts	except	the	spirit	of	that	person,	which	is	in	

him?	So	also	no	one	comprehends	the	thoughts	of	God	except	the	Spirit	
of	God.	(1	Corinthians	2:10-11	

	

God	knows	us	
	

O	God,	you	know	my	folly;	the	wrongs	I	have	done	are	not	hidden	from	
you.	(Psalm	69:5)	

The	heart	is	deceitful	above	all	things,	and	desperately	sick;	who	can	

understand	it?		“I	the	Lord	search	the	heart	and	test	the	mind,	to	give	
every	man	according	to	his	ways,	according	to	the	fruit	of	his	deeds.”	
(Jeremiah	17:9–10)		

Do	not	be	like	them,	for	your	Father	knows	what	you	need	before	you	ask	

him.	(Matthew	6:8)	 

	God,	who	knows	the	heart…,(Acts	15:8)	

And	the	Spirit	of	the	LORD	fell	upon	me,	and	he	said	to	me,	“Say,	Thus	
says	the	LORD:	So	you	think,	O	house	of	Israel.	For	I	know	the	things	that	
come	into	your	mind.”	(Ezekiel	11:5)	

	

O	LORD,	you	have	searched	me	and	known	me!		
You	know	when	I	sit	down	and	when	I	rise	up;	

				you	discern	my	thoughts	from	afar.		
You	search	out	my	path	and	my	lying	down		

and	are	acquainted	with	all	my	ways.		
			Even	before	a	word	is	on	my	tongue,		
			behold,	O	LORD,	you	know	it	altogether.		
(Psalm	139:1-4)	
	

For	the	word	of	God	is	living	and	active,	sharper	than	any	two-edged	
sword,	piercing	to	the	division	of	soul	and	of	spirit,	of	joints	and	of	

marrow,	and	discerning	the	thoughts	and	intentions	of	the	heart.	And	no	
creature	is	hidden	from	his	sight,	but	all	are	naked	and	exposed	to	the	
eyes	of	him	to	whom	we	must	give	account.	(Hebrews	4:12-13)	

	

For	I	knew	that	you	would	surely	deal	treacherously,	and	that	from	before	
birth	you	were	called	a	rebel.	“For	my	name's	sake	I	defer	my	anger;	for	
the	sake	of	my	praise	I	restrain	it	for	you,	that	I	may	not	cut	you	off.	

(Isaiah	48:8-9)	

	

	

“Almighty	God,	to	you	all	hearts	are	open,	all	desires	known,	and	from	you	no	secrets	are	hidden.	Cleanse	the	thoughts	of	our	hearts	by	the	inspiration	of	your	
Holy	Spirit,	that	we	may	perfectly	love	you,	and	worthily	magnify	your	holy	name.	Through	Christ	our	Lord,	Amen.”	(Thomas	Cranmer

	


