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The Fifth Word: Honor Your Parents 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. (Exodus 20:12) 

 

The Evil of Not Honoring Our Parents 
 

 “…slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents …” (Romans 1:30) 
 
“For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy…” (2 Timothy 3:2) 
 
 
How to Honor Your Parents 
 

Acknowledge them 
“You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and 
you shall fear your God: I am the Lord. (Leviticus 19:32) 
 
Provide for their physical needs 
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his 
household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 5:8) 
 
Forgive them 
“The truth always kills the father.”  (Robert Penn Warren, All the King’s Men) 
 
We are bound to reproduce what we cannot forgive – (Rankin Wilbourne) 
 

Does Jesus Contradict the Fifth Commandment? 

And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. 
And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. (Luke 2:51) 
 
Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.” 
(Matthew 8:21-22) 
 
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And 
a person's enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me. (Matthew 10:34-37) 

If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple. (Luke 14:26) 



And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children 
or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 
(Matthew 19:29) 

Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he will 
receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age 
to come, eternal life (Mark 10:29-30). 

 

Jesus Redefines Family 

While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood 
outside, asking to speak to him. But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my 
mother, and who are my brothers?” And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, 
he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! [50] For whoever does the will of my 
Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” (Matthew 12:46-50) 
 

but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your 
son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home. (John 19:25-27) 
 

 
Our Duty to Our Parents  

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. (Act 
5:29) 
 

And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God 
in order to establish your tradition! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your 
mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If a 
man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from me is 
Corban”’ (that is, given to God)— then you no longer permit him to do anything for 
his father or mother, thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you 
have handed down. And many such things you do.” (Mark 7:9-13) 
 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  “Honor your father and 
mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise),  “that it may go well with you 
and that you may live long in the land.” (Ephesians 6:1-3) 
 

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of 
the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is…submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
(Ephesians 5:15-17, 21) 


