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Get the Log out of Your Eye — Instead of blaming others for a conflict or resisting
correction, we will trust in God's mercy and take responsibility for our own contribution
to conflicts—confessing our sins to those we have wronged, asking God to help us
change any attitudes and habits that lead to conflict, and seeking to repair any harm we
have caused. (Ken Sande The Peacemaker Pledge (#2), www.peacemaker.net)

Confession is a gift and a pathway to freedom

“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and
forsakes them will obtain mercy.”
(Proverbs 28:13 ESV)

My log, your speck

“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is
in your own eye?Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your
eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye?You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.”
(Matthew 7:3-5 ESV);

1. The log in my eye causes spiritual blindness to my own sin while | focus with laser
like precision on your sin.

2. Gospel joy and reconciliation comes when we see two sinners at the foot of the
Cross.

Restore/Repay/Repair

“And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods | give
to the poor. And if | have defrauded anyone of anything, | restore it fourfold.”™
(Luke 19:8 ESV)

Concrete sins point us to sin patterns

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

(1 John 1:8-9 ESV)

“Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is
coming.In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must
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put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do
not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony.”

(Colossians 3:5-14 ESV)



